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From General Grant to General Butler
CITY POINT. Aug, 16, 1864, 11.80 P.M.
IF you have men to spare to hold the position secured by Maj . Ludlow until I can get up there, I will have the ground examined, and if it is practicable to get through, will transfer a portion of the force with Gen. Hancock.
U. S. GRANT, Lt. Genl.
From General Grant to General Butler
CITY POINT, 8.30 A.M. Aug. 17, 1864
I HAVE directed Gen. Barnard & Col. Comstock to go up to Dutch Gap, & thought I would not go up myself, they have not yet started, but will go as soon as they get breakfast.
U. S. GRANT, Lt. Genl
From President Lincoln Executive Mansion, WASHINGTON, August 17, 1864, 10.30 A.M.
Lieutenant-General GRANT, CITY POINT, VA.
I HAVE seen your despatch expressing your unwillingness to break your hold where you are. Neither am I willing. Hold on with a bull-dog grip, and chew and choke as much as
A.
From General Butler
Hd. Qra. Dept. Va. & N. C , Aug. VWi, 1864
Lt. Genl. GRANT, Comd'g. t etc.
I AM about starting for Bermuda to take a boat for Dutch Gap. Will Gen'l. Barnard meet me there and accompany me?
B. F. BUTLER, Maj. Genl. Comd'g.
From General Butler to General Grant
Aug. 17th, 1864, 10.40 P.M.
TELEGRAM received. The most vigilant watchfulness will be had to ascertain any withdrawal, and the promptest movement made to take advantage of it.
Maj. Ludlow has withdrawn without loss from his advanced position near Dutch Gap. The firing you hear is from the gunboats upon the rams.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Genl. Comd'g.
1 "Abraham Lincoln," p. 192.